
The Chemical History of a Candle

[...]and it was supposed that a small candle would not so soon set fire to the fire-damp in the
coal mines as a large one; and for that reason, as well as for economys sake, he had candles
made of this sortâ€”20, 30, 40, or 60 to the pound. They have been replaced since then by the
steel-mill, and then by the Davy-lamp, and other safety-lamps of various kinds. I have here a
candle that was taken out of the Royal George[1], it is said, by Colonel Pasley. It has been
sunk in the sea for many years, subject to the action of salt water. It shews you how well
candles may be preserved; for though it is cracked about and broken a good deal, yet, when
lighted, it goes on burning regularly, and the tallow resumes its natural condition as soon as it
is fused.[...].
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